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FORESTRY — ALLOWABLE ANNUAL CUT — WILDLIFE PROTECTION 

90. Hon DIANE EVERS to the Minister for Environment: 

(1) The current forest management plan states that approval by the Conservation Commission is required to 
lift the lower limits for the annual allowable cut towards the upper limits. Is this still the case? 

(2) If no to (1), what is the current decision-making process by which the allowable cut may be increased 
above the lower limit and when did this change occur? 

(3) What is the minister’s response to a statement by the Forest Products Commission, contained in an 
expression of interest document for a proposed new timber processing yard, that it would seek an increase 
in the allowable annual cut for jarrah, karri and marri? 

(4) Does the minister plan to enact a pre-election promise made by Chris Tallentire, MLA, as shadow 
environment minister in February 2017, to immediately conserve high conservation value forests to 
provide protection for some of WA’s most threatened wildlife, including the forest black cockatoos, 
western ringtail possums, numbats, and quokkas? 

(5) If no to (4), why not? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON replied: 

I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question. 

(1) Access to the upper limits of sawlog and other bole volume provided for in “Forest Management Plan 
2014–2023” requires ministerial approval in consultation with the Conservation and Parks Commission 
and the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions. 

(2) Not applicable. 

(3) The matter of the Forest Products Commission’s expression of interest should be directed to the 
Minister for Forestry. Should an application be received to access the upper limits, as mentioned in the 
response to (1), it will require ministerial approval. No application has been received to date. 

(4) Successive Labor governments have been instrumental in implementing wide-ranging policy changes that 
created new conservation reserves and added significant areas to existing reserves in the south west to 
protect high conservation value forests. Currently, 62 per cent of native forests is protected in national 
parks and designated conservation areas. This includes more than 334 000 hectares of old-growth forest. 
The McGowan Labor government is committed to continuing this work by delivering the 2017 election 
commitment to expand Wellington National Park. 

(5) Not applicable. 
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